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1 82 Biblical Notes. [Sept., 

scholars. Mr. Simcox in his " Writers of the New Testament " has this to say 
about the subject. "The language of the Revelation of St. John is Hebraistic 
Greek in a different sense from that in which the term will apply to any other 
part of the New Testament, unless possibly to some elements in the Synoptic 
Gospels. The other books are written by men who habitually spoke and wrote 
Greek, though not Greek of the purest kind ; this seems the work of a man 
whose knowledge of Greek was imperfect, or at all events to whom Greek was 
a foreign language. If the Apocalypse and the Gospel are to be ascribed to 
the same author, it seems hard to find any way of accounting for the difference 
between their language except this — that the Gospel is the later work by many 
years, and that in the meantime the author had, not matured his Greek style, 
but had learnt the conditions necessary to be observed if one was to write in 
Greek, not in a language which is not Greek." He wisely adds concerning 
the peculiarities in the Apocalypse that the eccentricities "consist much 
oftener in disregard of the laws of Greek idiom than either in blank ignorance 
of those laws, or in disregard of the general laws of language ; and that some- 
times at least, when the laws of language are broken, it is because either the 
Greek language, or all human speech, is unaccustomed or inadequate to ex- 
press what the seer has to express." And he notes that the great majority of 
the irreg^ularities of the book are irregularities ou phusei alia noma, while in 
some of them the irregularity hajs a distinct and important meaning. 

Is the Devil a Person? In discussing James 4: 7, " Resist the devil," etc.. 
Dr. Plummer declares that James, quite as much as Peter, Paul, or John, 
speaks of the chief power 6f evil as a person. The passage, he holds, is not 
intelligible on any other interpretation. James "was probably well aware of 
the teaching of Jesus Christ." " If the belief in a personal power of evil is a 
superstition, Jesus Christ had ample opportunities of correcting it ; and He 
not only stedfastly abstained from doing so but in very marked ways, both by 
His acts and by His teaching. He did a great deal to encourage and inculcate 
the belief." Plummer then proceeds to quote and explain the following pas- 
sage from a former volume of his writings ; — " It has been said that if there 
were no God we should have to invent one ; and with almost equal truth we 
might say that if there were no devil we should have to invent one. Without 
a belief in God bad men would have little to induce them to conquer their evil 
passions ; without a belief in a devil good men would have little hope of ever 
being able to do so." This latter statement he explains to mean that if good 
men had to believe that all the devilish suggestions that rise up into the mind 
come from themselves alone they might well despair of victory over them or 
of curing a nature that could produce them. But when they know that an- 
other power outside of their personality is the source, they can hope that by 
the help of God they will be able to conquer. The thought is very suggestive 
and the argument which it contains is worth considering. 



